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Contributors

Gabriele Angeli holds a master’s in library and information studies from Univer-
sity College Dublin (UCD), Ireland. He has provided expert cataloguing and re-
search services to cultural heritage institutions for over 20 years. He is also the 
owner of Gabriele Angeli Transart Consulting, a Polish-based sole proprietorship 
specialising in European fine and decorative art from the late Neoclassical and 
early Romantic periods.

Nalini Balbir is Professor Emerita of Indology at Sorbonne-Nouvelle University 
(Paris) and at the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Paris). She was Editor-in-Chief 
of the Jainpedia Project (jainpedia.org). Her fields of research cover Buddhist and 
Jain technical terminology, Jain literatures and explorations of contemporary Jain-
ism through Hindi, and Gujarati sources and Jain manuscript cultures (catalogues, 
colophons, libraries, social networks).

Giuliano Boccali was Full Professor of Indology and Sanskrit Language and Lit-
erature at Ca’ Foscari University (Venice) and at the State University of Milan for 
over 40 years. As a scholar of literature and Hinduism, he has published several 
essays and translations of classical masterpieces. He is Honorary President of the 
Italian Association for Sanskrit Studies (AISS) and a regular contributor to the 
Sunday supplement of “Il Sole 24 Ore” for Indian religions and culture.

Giovanni Ciotti is currently Assistant Professor of Indology at Alma Mater Uni-
versity of Bologna and spokesperson of the Palm-leaf Manuscript Profiling Initia-
tive (PLMPI) at the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures of University of 
Hamburg. His main research interests are comparative manuscript studies, espe-
cially the history of manuscripts in Tamil Nadu, Sanskrit-Tamil linguistic and lit-
erary interactions, and Indian grammatical literature.

Andrea Cuna is Assistant Professor of Archival Science, Bibliography and Li-
brary Science at the Department of Languages and Literatures, Communication, 
Education and Society of University of Udine. He is the Scientific Supervisor of 
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the “Ranganathan Project”. His main areas of research include exploratory and 
faceted search, cultural heritage information systems, and digital libraries.

Martina Dello Buono is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Naples 
“L’Orientale”. She specialises in digital humanities with a focus on UI/UX design 
and development of digital scholarly editing web applications. Her research inter-
ests include web technologies, usability, user experience, and data visualisation. 
She collaborated on the design and development of the Shivadharma Database for 
the SHIVADHARMA ERC Project.

Marco Franceschini is Associate Professor of Sanskrit and Indology at Alma 
Mater University of Bologna and a member of the board of the Italian Association 
for Sanskrit Studies (AISS). His main research interests are premodern Sanskrit 
literature, particularly Indian classical poetry (kāvya), the history of manuscripts in 
Tamil Nadu (with special reference to the study of incorporated paratexts), and the 
palaeography of the Grantha script.

Fausto Freschi is President of the “Luigi Pio Tessitori” Indological Society 
(Udine) and Subject Expert in Information Literacy at the Department of Languag-
es and Literatures, Communication, Education and Society of University of Udine. 
He is the Editor of the series Bibliotheca Indica and Scientific Supervisor of the 
LPT Project and ŚĀSTRA research projects. His main research interests are an-
cient Indian sciences and history of Indology.   

Chiara Livio is currently Open Access Advisor at the Utrecht University Library. 
Previously, she conducted her postdoctoral research at Alma Mater University of 
Bologna and the University of Naples “L’Orientale”. Her scholarly work focused 
on Sanskrit kāvya literature and philology, specialising in the critical edition of 
commentaries on court poems. She collaborated on the design and development of 
the Shivadharma Database for the SHIVADHARMA ERC Project.

Giorgio Milanetti is Full Professor of Hindi language and literature at Sapienza 
University (Rome). His research has mainly focused on the early modern period, 
of which he has analysed literary texts also as sources for the cultural history of the 
Indian subcontinent. In this field of study, he has published a few monographs and 
several articles in national and international scientific journals and volumes. 

Antonio Rigopoulos is Full Professor of Sanskrit at the Department of Asian and 
North African Studies of Ca’ Foscari University (Venice). His main fields of re-
search are the ascetic and devotional traditions of medieval and modern Maharash-
tra, the guru tradition, Hindu hagiographies and hagiographers, termite mound 
mythologies, and the Sai Baba movement. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the journal 
“Annali di Ca’ Foscari - Serie orientale”.


